34                         HARVEST FROM THE OESERT

Robert's recommendation behind him, he was
chosen, although a very junior engineer, to work in
Lahore in connection with the visit of R R. M the
Prince of Wales.

This was a rare opportunity to prove 1m cap-
abilities, and Ganga Rain's natur.il gifts and know-
ledge of details served him so well m the discharge
of his duties that within two years he was again
singled out and his services were requisitioned on
special duty for the Imperial A^emHajie at Delhi,
He distinguished himself in constructing the Grand
Amphitheatre which wan the admiration of his col-
leagues and the thanks of the Government.

At this period, the young engineer, upon whom
the encouraging and smiling face uf fortune was
turning* went from one specialised job to another*
Those who wind up to the healthy heights of
Dalhousie, or speed through the welcoming spacious-
ness of the Kangra Valley little realise that they
owe the luxury of travelling over the Amntsar-
Pathankot section of the North-Western Railway to
the labour of Ganga Ram** brain. It was to this
job that he was deputed on his return from Delhi,
and it was he who was responsible for preparing the
projects and estimates of the scheme* and finally
seeing it completed*

During this work be stayed with bis family in
Amritsar, and bad the satisfaction of building a new
house in the Hall Bazar for them. It was ben that
H B, Sewak Ram, his eldest son, was born, later